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priests, monastics and bishops. All became saints of the Church in the fourth century. St.
Basil distinguished himself as a hierarch, writer, theologian and administrator of the early
Church, establishing written rules for monasticism as well as orphanages and hospitals.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

DO any of the following exciting announcement from various walks of
life sound familiar to you?

“Look, Mommy, | don’t need training wheels any more! | can do it
myself, watch! Can you ask Daddy to take mine off?”

“After years of intensive research, it gives me great pride as chairman
of this pharmaceutical company to announce today a new life-saving
treatment...”

In both cases, there are two important things for us to note: 1) Both the
little boy and the big company have been working hard at a goal for a long
time; 2) They have “arrived” and are very excited about it. What does that
have to do with Holy Trinity Church? Everything. Read on.

We have just concluded our 80th year as a parish. | have concluded my 10th
year here as the spiritual father for this flock of Christ. Together, we have
been at work for a long time on many aspects of our very important mission:
“To proclaim and live the Orthodox Christian Faith in its fullness as faithful
members of the Body of Christ.” As our Vision Committee, Parish Council,
General Assembly and many parishioners have noted, we are ready to make
a serious step forward in fulfilling that mission by moving this community
into the next phase of its life and to its next location. It is now time to fully
commit to that, together, with one mind and one heart.

Perhaps some of us have been wondering when the things that need to
happen to make that possible are going to start to happen. In answering that
question, | turn to the letter enclosed with your 2004 Stewardship packet:
“Looking ahead, we believe that 2004 should be the “breakthrough” year for
Holy Trinity Church...Together, we are poised to move Holy Trinity Church,
her ministries and her families into the next exciting phase in the evolution
of our parish.”

For each of us, just the thought of it should bring about both the excitement
of the child who is ready to grow into his or her new world. But is should
also inspire and enthuse us that we are, like the drug company cited above,
ready to make a life-saving breakthrough: we are ready to become the light
on the hill and the calling to salvation that God has prepared for those who
love Him. There are people out there waiting to hear this life-saving news!

Yes, 2004 ear must be the year! Take your Stewardship and other parish
commitments seriously. Step up when you are asked ... and you will be
asked this year. Get on board: it’s going to be an exciting time!

May our Lord grant a blessed and peaceful New Year to all! +

el

528



IH EFHOLYS TRINILTYAH ER'AL DI - JJAINIUARY/ 2004

News & Events

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Church Christmas Pageant .......... December 21

The Holy Trinity Church School ministry will be
offering its annual Christmas Pageant on Sunday,
December 21. All the students of the Church School
will be involved in this event. On that day, following
Holy Communion, all Church School students and
staff will depart for their classes and final preparations
for the pageant. All our parishioners are asked to stay
for the pageant and coffee hour in the social hall

No Church School Class ........... December 28

Attention, parents: there will be no Church School
class on December 28 due to the holiday celebrations,
so please plan on being in church together as a family
for the entire service on that day. Thank you!

St. Lydia’s Women’s Fellowship . . ... January 8, 22
The St. Lydia Women’s Study Fellowship is a study
of scripture, the Orthodox Faith and family life in
today’s world. The meetings take place every other
week on Thursday mornings at 9:30 a.m at a home in
the North Hills. The fellowship is enjoyable and the
approach is casual, but the subjects are important for
today’s families. For further information on this worth-
while and informative group or for directions to the
meetings, call Stacy Dickos at 412-367-0925. A com-
plete schedule of dates and topics can be found on our
web site at www.HolyTrinityPgh.org. For January, the
topics are as follows:
January 8: Liturgy: Here and Beyond/The Liturgy
& the Bible
January 22: A Consistent Life Ethic/The Manipula-
tion of the Human Person

St. Nikodemos Men’s Fellowship . ..... Jan. 13,27

The St. Nikodemos Men’s Study Fellowship is
an Orthodox men’s fellowship, study and discussion
group which meets on the second and fourth Tues-
days of each month at from 12:15 to 12:50 p.m.
at the office of TriadUSA, Suite 460, Two Gateway
Center, downtown. The group seeks to provide a
regular meeting for working men to discuss issues of
faith, work and family. It is open to all interested men
and has been centrally located downtown to accom-
modate easy access for the lunchtime meetings. They
ae currently studying different issues of contemporary
life and faith, as well as the Epistles of St. John. For
directions, call Gus Georgiadis at 412-880-4999. A
complete schedule of dates and topics can be found on
our web site at www.HolyTrinityPgh.org.

YOUTH MINISTRY

GOYA Hoagie Sale ................. February 1

The GOYA will be pre-selling hoagies during Janu-
ary for Superbowl Sunday on February 1. Please sup-
port our teens in this effort, which helps raise funds
for the various events of the GOYA, outreach projects,
trips and the Diocese basketball tournaments. Thanks!

COMMUNITY NEWS

Holy Trinity New Year's Eve at PNC Park . . . Dec. 31
Don’t wait! Call today for your reservations for

Holy Trinity’s New Year’s Eve at the Home Plate Club

at PNC Park. Call Arnette Georges at 412-364-5589.

Year-End Stewardship Donations

The Parish Council thanks all our Holy Trinity
Stewards for their pledges and contributions this year.
Please take note that all offerings you would like listed
as received during the 2003 tax year (Jan. 1-Dec. 31)
for tax deduction purposes must be received at the
church by Dec. 31. This is an IRS regulation. You may
indicate the offerings to apply for either your 2003
pledge (to pay the balance) or the 2004 pledge (to
pay ahead) and your pledge balance will be accurately
calculated no matter when the offering is made, but if
you desire a 2004 tax year receipt, the offering must be
received by Dec. 31. Year-end statements will be sent
out at the end of January. Thanks!

Snow Line........... 412-321-9282, Option “6"

Please keep in mind over the winter months that
the Holy Trinity “Snow Line” is available to check
for the cancellation of events in the case of snow or
inclimate weather. Call the church office after hours,
then select option “6” to hear announcements of any
caneellations.

LITURGICAL LIFE

Paraclesis Service............oo.nnn. January 7

On the first Wednesday of each month, Holy Trin-
ity Church offers a Paraclesis service to the Theotokos
for the well-being of our community, her parishioners
and others whose names are offered. This is a beautiful
service and a wonderful way to offer spritual support
for your Church and your loved ones. Please also bring
a list of the names of people you would like prayed for
during the service. The service is at 6:00 p.m.

Vasilopita Celebration.............. January 11
The Philoptochos will sponsor the annual Vasilopita
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News & Events

Celebration on Sunday, January 11, following Divine
Liturgy. In addition to commemorating the Feast of
St. Basil, a collection will be taken to benefit St. Basil
Academy, the young people’s philanthropic institution
run by the Archdiocese in Garrison, NY.

Weekday Liturgies January

Please keep in mind the following festal celebra-
tions during the month of December. Unless otherwise
noted, each listing indicates Orthros at 9:00 am, fol-
lowed by Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am.

Wed. Dec. 31 St. Basil the Great
This will be a Vesperal Liturgy for January I,
held the evening of the feast at 5:30 p.m., prior
to the New Year's Eve celebration.

Mon. Jan. 5.............. Forefest of the Theophany of our Lord
This is the first of two Divine Liturgies and ser-
vices of Great Blessings of the Water service
offered for Theophany.

Tue. Jan. 6 The Theophany of our Lord
This is the main Liturgy of this great Feast and
offers the Great Blessings of the Water service.

Wed. Jan. 7....cccececcnenne St. John the Baptist & Forerunner

Sat. Jan. 17 St. Anthony the Great
Note: Liturgy for St. Anthony will be held at St.
Anthony Church in Clairton with His Eminence,
Metroplitan Maximos.

Fri. Jan. 30 The Three Hierarchs
Note: Liturgy for the Three Hierarchs will be
held at Holy Cross Church, home of the Three
Hierarchs Eastern Orthodox School, which cel-
ebrates its feast day on this day..

House Blessings January

Services for Holy Theophany and its surrounding
feasts will be held as usual on January 5-7. An impor-
tant part of that celebration is the Great Blessing of the
Waters service. In order to bring the blessings of the
feast and the Lord into our homes, Orthodox Christians
traditionally invite the priest to bless their home with
the Holy Water from the feast. Please see the enclosed
information and schedule your visit by January 5. A
House Blessing Request Form can be found on the
back page of this issue.

Commitment Sunday Rescheduled January 18

Due to inclimate weather on December 14, Holy
Trinity’s Commitment Sunday has been re-scheduled
for January 18 following the Divine Liturgy. Please
plan on being here for important information and to
take your part in the active life and future of Holy Trin-
ity Church. See the enclosed flyer.

SACRAMENTAL REGISTRY

Weddings

Kratsas: The servants of God, Jonathan Kratsas and
Carol Ann Erwin, were ucrowned in the Holy Mystery
of Marriage on November 30. The Koumbaros was
Galen Kratsas. May God grant them many happy and
blessed years!

Funerals: May Their Memory Be Eternal!

Langas: The servant of God, John Langas, fell
asleep in the Lord on November 19. The Funeral was
held at Holy Trinity Church on November 22, fol-
lowed by interment at Allegheny Cemetery.

Georgiadis: The servant of God, George Georgiadis,
fell asleep in the Lord on November 25. The Funeral
was held at Holy Trinity Church on November 29, fol-
lowed by interment at Holy Trinity Cemetery. A 40 day
Memorial Service is scheduled for January 4.

Contis: The servant of God, Dena Contis, fell
asleep in the Lord on November 26. The Funeral was
held at Holy Trinity Church on December 1, followed
by interment at Allegheny Cemetery.

Kourakos: The servant of God, Marie Kourakos,
fell asleep in the Lord on December 11. The Funeral
was held at Holy Trinity Church on December 15, fol-
lowed by interment at Holy Trinity Cemetery. A 40 day
Memorial Service is scheduled for January 18.

Upcoming Memorials

In addition to those mentioned above, there will be a
1-year Memorial Service for the servant of God, Clara
Pappas, on January 18. May her memory be eternal!

REGIONAL NEWS & EVENTS

Regional 10CC Committee Forming

International Orthodox Christian Charities is form-
ing a Metropolitan Pittsburgh Committee to assist with
their ministries and awareness in this area. A letter is
enclosed in this issue of The Herald. 1f you are able to
assist in this important effort, please contact Nicholas
Terezis at 740-282-5198.

THEOS Christmas Appeal

This issue of The Herald contains a Christmas
appeal letter for our local Three Hierarchs Eastern
Orthodox School. If you are able to offer your support,
it will enable this educational ministry to grow and
continue to serve the Orthodox Christian families of
the area. Thank you!
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Mouse Tales: The St. Spyridon Church School Library Update

Hey! It's me Zoe, here to bring you the latest and greatest for the month of January!

This is my favorite month and do you know why??? Because it is my birthday! Yep, I
~am another year older ... and hopefully wiser! My mommy says
I that I am now old enough to go to the Big New Year's Ball at
the end of this year. Boy I can't wait. Mommy says that I
need to be really good and she will buy me a special dress.
T asked her " How will we get there?" and she said, "Don't
I worry the Head Mouse Keeper will be taking us”. I am
$0..0..0..0 excited.

Well, my special gift from my brother, Spero, is that he is
giving me his permission to chat with all the children in this
month's Herald. T hope that I can do as well as him, so, here
we go...!

My first selection for reading is about something from per-
sonal experience. I did something really well and told everyone about it, but then found
out that my friends didn't like me any more. Spero says that is because I was bragging and
boasting, and my big brother—who loves me so much—wants me to grow in my faith (he
felt that I had to be told a good way to handle this!). He read a book to me called "Humble
Bee-Licious"; by Matt Whitlock it is a story about PRIDE.

Humble Bee made some "bee-licious” snacks that were so..o0..0..0 delicious that
everyone loved them but his boasting and bragging created a real problem. You see, my
little ones, sometimes we do not want to share the credit for the good things that we
do, but we must humble ourselves before our Heavenly Father in confession. Then He will
make everything right again. God gave us so much because He loves us.

Yiayia says if we want to learn about God's great love, we should read Luke 15, which
has a bunch of good stories: The Lost Sheep, The Lost Coin and The Lost Son. Remember,
God loves each of us equally because we are His children. We must not think that we are
better or worse than anyone else (even though our pride tells us we arel). We must enjoy
being what God made each of us to be; He has a special plan for each of us.

My second experience that I have to share with you is about behaving like "The Non-
Praying Mantis”, by Matt Whitlock. Have you asked Our Heavenly Father for something
and did not get what you asked for? We all have times when we think that God is not listen-
ing To our prayers. This story is about Amanda, a praying mantis who wanted something but
she did not care whether the thing she asked for was pleasing to Our Heavenly Father. But
she did not get exactly what she was expecting. Amanda discovered the secret of getting
prayers answered by seeking God and delighting in Him. He will give us the desires of our
heart when they are according to His will. Yiayia says the Bible tells us of many prayers
answered: Hannah prays words of praise to God when her prayer is answered for a child
to be given to her (Samuel 2:10); David calls out to God for help. (Psalm77); Daniel begs
God for forgiveness (Daniel 9:19); and the Church prays to God for a miracle and God so
answers by saving Peter from prison (Acts 12:5). So pray daily my little friends, God loves
to hear us speak to Him. Today and every day pray as a family!

Happy, Happy New Year| Happy, Happy Name Day! And Happy, Happy Birthday to alll
Wishing you health, love, and happiness for a blessed New Year!

With love in Christ, Zoe

Fal

58



IH EFNHOLYSA TRINILTYAH ER'AL DI - JJAINIUARY/ 2004

The Feast of Theophany and the Blessing of Homes

“At Your Ephiphany, the whole creation sang Your praises. For You, our God, have
appeared on earth and dwelt among men. You have sanctified the streams of the Jordan,
sending down from on high the most Holy Spirit.”

From the Service of the Great Blessing of the Waters

“What is Theophany?”

Every year on January 6th, the 2004 House Blessing Schedule

Orthodox Church celebrates the | pate Time Area Zip Codes
Feast of Holy Theophany, which
is the baptism of our Lord and ‘}/Ved-? 3pm-6pm Eorthsic_iltle, 15212, 15214
Savior Jesus Christ. This is one an. ermysvite
of the Twelve Great Feasts of the .
Church and is also known by the Mon. i South Hills 15102, 15216,
et V] Jan 12 | ™Ml areas) 1522X, 1524X
name, “Epiphany.” The Baptism
of Christ in the River Jordan at the Wed el
. ed. ellevue,
hand of St. John the Baptist §ets Jan 14 | 4PmegEm Lo e 15202
the example for our own baptism
by water in the Holy Spirit. i, [ o [Wedod 5000, 15237
“How do we celebrate Jan. 16 | 2PMP (South) '
n
Theophupy. L Wexford (North),
The main celebration is, of | S8t |y 06 [cranberry, Mars, |1 204X, 15237,
: . Jan. 17 . L 1 |160XX
4 course, found in the Church with Gibsonia, Treesdale
' the holy services on January o North Hills
Sth (the Forefeast), January 6th | = *O% | 4pm-gpm  |(McKnight area), (15101, 15237
(Theophany) and January 7th ' Allison Park
(Synaxis of St. John the Baptist). T
We also take the feast home with Ja:eéo 4pm-9pm All other areas  [Various

us by having our homes blessed

with the Holy Water. Important note: Please submit your form as soon as
“"What happens during possible and please be available at the time scheduled
for your area. Re-scheduling will only be done in cases
of inclimate weather. Thank you for your help!

PLEASE RETURN THE FORM ON THE BACK OF THE

PAGE BEFORE JANUARY 5 TO SCHEDULE YOUR HOME.

or two ahead. When the priest | yoy wiL RECEIVE A CALL TO CONFIRM YOUR TIME.
arrives, he will conduct a brief ser-

~.___ vice either in your dining room or
at the place where your family usually offers its prayers. It is best to have the entire family present
__ if possible, especially children. Please be sure to have an icon and a list of the first names of all the
! members of your household. If you have a home censer, you may prepare it also. A bowl of water s
not necessary, as the priest will bring the holy water sprinkler from the church.

As the service concludes, please lead the priest throughout the house to sprinkle the holy water.
3 =« ™ When the service is over, please understand if your priest needs to keep the visit brief in order to
= . cover all the homes scheduled on that day.

a House Blessing?”
You will receive a call to
confirm your appointment a day

—————— Should | have my house blessed every year?

Yes! In the Orthodox Christian tradition, homes should be blessed each year to bring the bless-
ings of the Feast of Theophany into the home and to rededicate ourselves and our family to the
Lord. It is an annual commitment, celebration, thanksgiving and family prayer.

A
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Holy Trinity Receives Thank You for Winter Outreach

GREATER PI1 15HL_-.HL.H -f?:,:::'_‘_‘--;_
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Greek Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
/o Father John Touloumes

302 W. North Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15212

bear Friends,

Thank you for inviting Greater Pittsburgh {Jummuni‘t; EF‘_‘;!C!E' E$: :::; ?Ezzf; ':1 !
ri in, You collected pou
from your luncheon foed drive again. baaschim
i ' hildren, people with disabilities, seni
rocery items that will help local ¢ _ |
iti:e:’sr on fixed incomes, single moms and people who have lost their jobs

I really enjoyed coming down and being a part of your Iun;thn.T‘:::; ggzufpnr
' ] | h, it was a pleasure to help.

did a spectacular job with the lunc . yirkl

cnn'rln:ing to support Greater Pittsburgh Commumity Food Bank, and all 1

people we Serve.

i !
I look forward to working with you again. Have a wonderful holiday season

sincerely,

| ¥
I." AR e

\
Maoureen Joyce

Food Resource Coordinator

N : 0-0418
1 North Linden Street + Duquesne, PA 15110 - (412) 460-3663 Fax: (412) 46
fteach us on tha Intermel at ww.pilﬂuurghlun-dnanh.mu
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Parish Council Update - November 2003

This abbreviated review of the Parish Council minutes is provided as a way of keeping our Holy Trinity parishio-
ners informed of the active worko f'the Parish Council. Want to get involved? Contact any Parish Council member.
Thank you to our Parish Council secretary, Maria Kraniou, for provided these condensed minutes for the Herald.

Call to Order
The regular monthly meeting of the Parish Council of Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church was held on Tuesday,
November 11, 2003, in the Church Library. The meeting was opened with a prayer at 7:30 p.m.

President’s Welcome and Correspondence
A date will be set in December for the General Assembly to meet and discuss three items: Festival, Stewardship,
and Vision. More discussion will follow towards the end of the meeting.

Approval of October 2003 Minutes

Bill Fiedler moved to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by George Dickos. Unanimously approved.

Father John's Report

Family Christian Stores has offered our parish an incentive program which gives us a 5% credit of all purchases
made by Holy Trinity members using their card. Information will be forthcoming. The Metropolis Regional
Parish Council Seminar will take place on Wednesday, November 19, from 7 to 9 p.m. at All Saints Church in
Canonsburg. Father distributed updated Agape Fund Guidelines. The second Homeless Feeding Program at
Holy Trinity will take place this Saturday, November 15. Also, twenty-seven teens from our church will attend
the GOYA Retreat, one of the largest representations of any parish in the Metropolis.

Financial Update
Mike reviewed the Statement of Operations (including a prior year comparison) from Jan. to Oct. 2003.

Committee Reports:

Social Committee: New Year’s Eve will be held at the Home Plate Club at PNC Park. More details to follow.

Maintenance Committee: New seat covers for chairs in the social hall have been ordered.

Stewardship Committee: The average pledge is $440, up about $30 on average from last year. However, we have
about 30 less pledges from last year. The Stewardship Pledges Received Report for 2003 was given.

Cemetery Committee: Bill Fiedler reviewed the amounts received for the Cemetery Chapel and in memory dona-
tions. The front fence/stone wall will be redone. It may cost $4,000 to $5,000 to rebuild that.

Vision Committee: Our architect, Christ Kamages, was in town recently and looked at the two Reis Run properties.
He disqualified the lower property because of the general layout and access. The upper property is offering 8
acres, but we are requesting 16 acres. They have not given us a price yet. The property adjacent to this consists
of 13 acres and belongs to a doctor. The committee is considering entering in discussions with the doctor also.

Old Business / New Business

Commitment Sunday will be on December 14. Letters will be mailed to homes and will go out in the Herald. 1t will
also be announced in the Sunday Bulletin and at the Pangari.

Parish Council Elections: Due to absences at the recent General Assembly, we are in a situation in which we now
have only 5 members are on the audit committee 3 members on the elections committee. It was agreed that no
action will be taken on this at the current time.

The on the amount the Parish Council can spend without requiring General Assembly approval was raised to
$10,000 at the last General Assembly meeting.

The next meeting date was set for Tuesday, December 9, 2003 at 7:00 at the Church Boardroom.

No further business appearing, the meeting adjourned with a prayer at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Maria Kraniou, Secretary

(Thank you to Maria Kraniou for doing such a good job preparing these meeting summaries over the past two
years. She is completing her term as secretary and Parish Council member this month. - Editor)
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Gheronda’s Corner

Part of a regular series of contributions by our resident “Gheronda” (respected elder clergy), Father John Androutsopoulos

A Message for
the New Year

“The one thing I do, however,
is to forget what is behind me
and do my best to reach what
is ahead.”

(Philippians 3:13)

Father John Beloved brothers and sisters
Androutsopoulos in Christ,

The old year is behind us; a new year is before us.
Some of us will have to cross the Jordan before the
year is ended. The promised land awaits God’s chil-
dren. God is the giver of many wonderful new things.
Now, to you and me, God is giving a New Year. We
wish each other a Happy New Year, but we must do
more than that.

The best admonition for all of us is to repent of our
sins, to resolve to be better persons and more faithful
Orthodox Christians and to remember that we never
can repay Christ for all that He has done for us. What
has He done? He went to the Cross, took our place and
died in our stead.

The following reading from the Gospel of St. Mat-
thew will help is to become faithful Orthodox Chris-
tians:

At that time: Jesus said to His disciples: “Watch
out for false prophets; they come to you looking
like sheep on the outside, but they are really like
wild wolves on the inside. You will know them
by the way they act. Thorn bushes do not bear
grapes, and briars do not bear figs. A healthy
tree bears good fruit, while a poor tree bears bad
fruit..A healthy tree cannot bear bear fruit,and a
poor tree cannot bear good fruit. Any tree that
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown in
the fire. So, then, you will know the false prophets
by the way they act, Not every person who calls
me ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter into the Kingdom of
heaven, but only those who do what my Father in
heaven wants them to do.”  (Matthew 7: 15-21)

Who Are The False Prophets?

Jesus warned us against false prophets (wild
wolves). St. Paul also warned that “grievous wolves
would enter in, not sparing the flock.” How can we be

el

sure about their teachings?

1) We are to measure them by the two sources of
our Faith: the Holy Scripture and Sacred Tradition of
our Church. If their teachings do not measure up to the
truths of the Bible and Tradition in every respect, we
are to reject these teachers and their doctrines.

2) We are to watch out for hypocrites, who show
great candor on the exterior, but whose hearts are full
of deceit.

3) We should beware of heretics, who surround their
false teachings with the delusive appearance of truth.

4) We must avoid those writers who, under cover
of attractive and pleasing language, hide the poison of
falsehood and immorality.

5) Finally, among the false prophets are: the flesh,
the world and the devil.

Why Does Christ Compare Man to Trees?

He does this in order to make known the good and
the bad Christians by their good or bad works. Just as a
bad tree brings forth bad fruit, so does a bad man bring
forth the bad fruits of wrath, envy, hate, lust, etc.; but
as a good tree brings forth good fruit, so does a good
man yield the good and sweet fruits of the Spirit, such
as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, humility and self-control (Galatians 5:22). A
bad tree—in this case a bad Christian—is cut down
and cast into everlasting fire. We should not take our
Christianity for granted.

Stewardship Thought

It is well to remember, as we begin a new year,
that we cannot get something for nothing. Gambling
is getting nothing for something. Also, New Year’s
resolutions are good, if they are backed up with earnest
prayer for help in keeping them.

A salesman tried to sell a farmer a book on how to
be a better farmer. The farmer said that he did not want
the book, for he already knew how to be a better one
than he was. Most of us know how to be much better
Christians than we are.

Prayer: “Our Heavenly Father, as we begin a new
year, we pray that all bitterness, wrath, malice, anger
and evil speaking shall be put away from among us,
and that we shall be kind one to another. Help us,
Father, to be faithful to You. Amen.”

Have a Blessed, Healthy and Happy New Year

Have a Blessed and %@éy New- (WW./

Lo
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Community Life Photo Journal: GOYA Fall Events

An on-going photo journal of scenes from the active parish life of Holy Trinity Church.
GOYA Fall Retreat - November 14-16 GOYA Turkey Bowl - November 23

Holy Trinity GOYAns gather with Father John during his
visit to the Fall Metropolis GOYA Retreat at Camp Naza-
reth in Mercer, PA. Holy Trinity was one of the best-repre-
sented parishes participating, with 27 teens attending the
two retreats.

GOYA Fireside Chat - December 7

Above: GOYAns participate in the annual GOYA
Turkey Bowl flag football game on Thanksgiving
weekend in the park across from the Church.
Left: Holy Trinity GOYA held its annual “Christmas
Fireside Chat” on December 7 at the home of Dr.
& Mrs. Tony and Susan Zikos in Wexford. It offered
teens an opportunity to focus on preparing to cel-
ebrate Christmas as Orthodox Christians. As a part
. of the activities for
the evening, the
outreach project had
the GOYAns compose
and e-mail letters of
thanks and encour-
agement to our
troops in Iraq. Over
30 GOYAns were in
attendance, including
teens from the sister
communities of All
Saints (Canonsburg)
and Holy Cross (Pitts-
burgh).
See these photos and wore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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Community Life Photo Journal: 2003 Philanthropy

A year-end photo review of scenes from the active parish life and ministries of Holy Trinity Church during 2003

Walk for Leukemia - October 1 Backpacks for IOCC - October 1

The JOY ministry
children extended

a hand of love

and care to needy
children in the
Republic of Georgia
by purchasing and
preparing school
kits for them. This
drive, coordinated
by International
Orthodox Christian
Charities, provided
basic learning mate-
_— ; rials such as pencils,
Members of Holy Trinity Ch“r‘jh and other.arei parishes  oaper, crayons and other items, all packed in backpacks.
participated in the October 1 ‘L'§|?t the’nght ,}Nal_k for  So far, this national effort has collected over 15,000 back-
Leukemia research. Members of “Jimmy’s Team” raised packs for the 10CC education program. It is just one way
money and walked in memory of Jimmy Hartig, who the Orthodox humanitarian agency helps needy people of
recently fell asleep in the Lord after battling the disease. | races, colors and creeds throughout the world.

Holy Trinity Church Feeds the Homeless - March 29, Sept. 12, Nov. 15

= "“TTlk It has been a banner year for Holy Trinity’s participation in feeding the
homeless. In coordination with the Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of
Greater Pittsburgh, the JOY ministry prepared bag lunches for distribu-
tion at the local shelter on September 12. Various ministries at Holy
Trinity Church have participated in this effort over the past 10 years.
New this year was the first-ever sit-down lunch for the homeless
of the area, in which our community opened its doors to provide a
warm, sit-down meal for “those of the least of our brethren.” Food was
provided by our own parishioners as well as Orthodox churches from
around the region. Donations of canned and boxed food were also col-
lected for the Pittsburgh Community Food Bank. After a resounding and
enthusiastic success on March 29, the event was repeated on November
15 and will be offered twice each year from now on. Glory to God!

See these photos and wore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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Community Life Photo Journal: A Look Back at 2003

A year-end photo review of scenes from the active parish life and ministries of Holy Trinity Church during 2003

=
e N

Members of the 2003 Parish Council being installed on Members of Holy Trinity Church and other area parishes
December 29, 2002. ringing in the New Year at Heinz Field.

A “behind the scenes” look at the Holy Altar
at Holy Trinity: Acolytes wait to have their
robes blessed before Divine Liturgy.

The new Parish Council gets down to work at their first meeting in
the Church Library on January 14.

JOY children
gather for a
fun photo in
a giant mouth
during their
overnight trip
to the Carne-
gia Scienter
Center on the
North Shore
on February
7. During

the evening

. the children
played with

Frank and Anne Chapas

receive a special blessing at mt:‘ri)a‘ctlve d
the conclusion of the Divine exhipits an

X attended an
Liturgy on January 12, for OmniMax
the celebration of their 60th movie.

Wedding Anniversary.

See these photos and wore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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Community Life Photo Journal: A Look Back at 2003

A year-end photo review of scenes from the active parish life and ministries of Holy Trinity Church during 2003

Coaches and players from our three Holy Trinity
GOYA basketball teams pause during the first Dio-
cese Basketball Tournament of the year on January
18. Above is the Boys’ B Team, with Coach George
Georges. Top right is the Boys’ A Team with Coach
Leo Loomis. Right is the Girls’ Team with Coaches
Presvytera Becky Touloumes and Paul Balouris.

Below: Couples take part in the annual St. Lydia/St.
Nikodemos Couples Night, which is held each year
around Valentine’s Day. The evening includes faith-build-
ing discussions concerning marriage and family life as
Orthodox Christians. St. Lydia is the women’s fellow-
ship which meets bi-weekly at homes in Wexford; St.
Nikodemos is the men’s fellowship which meets in down-
town Pittsburgh twice a month on Tuesdays.

Renowned Byzantine architect Christ Kamages listens to
program input from Philoptochos President Tina Fiedler
during a working session on February 15. Leaders from
all areas of parish life were asked to provide information
on the activities and needs of their groups. The result of
this process was the beginning of the “kit of parts” that
will be used to design a new church for Holy Trinity.

See these photos and wore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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Community Life Photo Journal: A Look Back at 2003

A year-end photo review of scenes from

A double blessing: Members of the Ger-
manos family celebrate an unique event
when two members of the family are
received into the Orthodox Church - little
Despina is baptized and her mother,
Joanne, is chrismated, both on March 23.

GOYAns from Holy Trinity gather with Father
John and counselor Mary-Magdalene Welsh
during the April 12 Diocese Spring Retreat
at Camp Nazareth.

Parishioner Connie Fries receives a flower
and Mother’s Day blessings from His Emi-
nence Metropolitan Maximos during a pas-
toral visit on May 19.

the active parish life and ministries of Holy Trinity Church during 2003

Members of the Festas family pose for a
professional portrait during the April 1
photo session in preparation for the Holy
Trinity Photo Directory.

Vasilios Sanios demon-
strates the art of Byzantine
Palm Cross weaving on the
Saturday of Lazarus. Many
children of the parish also
participated in preparing
Palm Crosses for distribution
to the faith and candles for
the Holy Week services.

l—, muumm#

." B
i o

Above: Philoptochos ladies }
and mothers gather in front of
the beautifully decorated kou-
vouklion on Holy Friday. Right:
Fr. John Androutsopoulos, our
resident “Gheronda,” lifts the
Epitaphion icon during the
Holy Friday evening service.
The beautiful new embroidered
and painted icon was donated
by the Pontikos family.

Below: Members of Holy Trinity Choir
pose for their Choir Convention album
photo with Director John Nychis on
June 25 following Divine Liturgy.

GOYA graduates Jonathan Bon-
field, Maria Pantelakis, Michael
Andromalos-Dale and Christo-
pher Sarandou celebrate.

See these photos and wore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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Community Life Photo Journal: A Look Back at 2003

A year-end photo review of scenes from the active parish life and ministries of Holy Trinity Church during 2003

Above: Parishioners of every age take
to the court during the Holy Trinity 80th
Anniversary Weekend. A special basket-
ball tournament fielded five teams in a
round-robin event.

wood, New Jersey.

Greek School

Effie Kilantonis.

Right: Members of the
very active Over 50 Club
enjoy one of their vari-
ous outings, this time
on a dolphin-watching
excursion during a trip
in September to Wild-

Left: Students of the
prepare
their March 25 poems
along with their teacher,

Left: After months
of preparation and
a long week of hard
work, Holy Trinity
Festival workers and
dancers gather to
celebrate. In the top
photo, long-time
dance instructor
Stella Athanasiou
thanks the children
for their participa-
tion in the Greek
Dance program for
the festival. Below,
chairpeople of the
various festival com-
mittees, relieved
after a long five
days, receive special
thank you’s for their
efforts. In addi-
tion, Father John is
presented with a
beautiful icon of the
Holy Trinity in honor
of his 10th anniver-
sary of ministry at
Holy Trinity Church.

Left: Church School students in the 5th/6th Grade
cIss display their icons for the Sunday of Orthodoxy.

Below: GOYAns gather in September for their annual
Kick-Off at “Limni.”

See these photos and wmore in full-color at our website: www.HolyTrinityPgh.org!
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The Cultural Side * H IToAitiotikn ITAgvpa

A Greek language offering for Christmas and the New Year

IZTOPIA
AIXQZ TEAOZ

O peyalog, duvarog
kalr OIkaiog Baoihiag,
BaoiAeue oTnv
navepopen Xwpa,
TNV Mo nAoucia Kai
nio opop®pn. Ekel Ta
AouAoudia nTav navrta avliopeva kai Ta
devTpa yepata kapnouc. KuBepvouoe
TA Navra n coPia Tou Kal T aykaAhiale n
oTopyn Tou. Ma To nio BaupacTo O€ auTov
To Baoihia nTav nwg dgv €IXe UNNKOOUG,

Maidia pou Ba €100g, TOuG €IXE Nel, KI
eyw Ba sipal Matepag oac. Kar npayuar,
olol Tov eviwBav kar Tov Qwvalav
MNaTepa. Kovta Tou dev TOUG AEINE TINOTA.
XopTaivav ayann, €ipnvn Ki eutuxid. Ki o
Mo QTWXO0G KAl TAMNEIVOG KI aonpavrog
eviwBe oav xaidepevo Tou povayonaidl. H
KaAoouvn TOU €QTACE WG TA NEPATA TNG
ynG, Y1 auto noAu Tov nAeuav ol ex6pol Tou
Kal HEAETOUOAV NWG VA KATAOTPEYOUV TO
BaoiAelo Tou. Agv apynoav va €ToIacouv
gevavtiov Tou ekoTpateid. Or  gxBpol
viknbnkav Ki epuyav vTpOoniacpevol. 2Th
Haxn navw OpweG €nacav  aiXHaAwTo
geva Mikpo naidl Tou Pacihia. MNMAnywonke
BaButata n natpikn kapdia, yiaTti oAoug
TOUG €Ixe naidla Tou ayannueva.

OAokAnpo To BaaciAeio TinoTa dgv nTav
MANpooTa oTov kaBeva Xwpliota. Ki 0oo
0l JEPEG nepvoucav, oAo kail nio Babia
novoucoe o BaoiAhiac.

AvTIBETA, QuTn TOU N Aunn €IPEPE TOUG
exbpouc. To {wvTavo Toug AaQupPo TOUG
edive Cwn. Tov gpiEéav O0g pia uypn Kai
OKOTeIVN QUAakn. Edecav Ta Tpupepa Tou
XEPIa Ke Bapiec aAuoideg KiI eBaAav OInAn,
TPINAN PPOUPA VA TOV PUACEL.

Voula Hareras

Aakpua nIKpa €XUVE OThH  (QUAAKN.
AnolnTouce TOU nNAIoU TO QWG TNV
eAeudepn (wn, TO NaAati Tou [aTtepaq,
Ma Mepa—vuxTta ayyile TO Bavaro.
AinAa novouoe o MaTtepac. Aev nouxade.
Etolpyale Tnv aneAeuBepwaon K eWaxve
TNV KATtaAAnAn oTiyun. Ki otav pe Tn
ooPIa TOU €10€ NWC EPTACE N WPA, EOTEINE
Tov Eva kar Movadiko kI Ayannto lo, va
TEAEIWOEI AUTO TO EPYO.

EpTrace n wpa va anereuBepwoelg
To naid pacg, €ine o lMarepac. Maidl Tou
TO €IXe Ke Ekelvoc, apou pe TO Baollia
MaTtepa Tou nTav €va, KI OAd 00Q EIXE,
nTav kar dIka Tou, kKal Ta dIka Tou nrav
Tou lNaTepa.

MNpoBupa unakouoe o lNog oTo BeAnua
Tou lMaTepa, yiati nrav kai BeAnua diko
Tou. EByale Tn PaciAikn nop@upa Ki
aMAe€e popopn, va pnv Tov Npodwoel n
kataywyn Tou. NTUBnKe pakn Ki €T0l,
onw¢g Tov €10av PTWYXO Kal TAMEvVo, Tov
nepacav via acnuavto ol €xépor Tou. Tl
aQuTO OTaVv NANCIACE OTn (PUAAKN, KAVEIC
oev evoxAnbnke 10iaiTepa. Kanoiol TOV
nepienailav, alAol Tov €@TUCAV KAl TOV
KOPOIOEUAV MOAAOI.

Mia o lo¢ Tou Baocilhia kaBoAou d¢€
Aoyapiale oha Touta. O voug Tou nTav oTo
naidl Tou, NWG va eKNANPwWoEl To BeAnua
Tou lMaTepa kai va TEAEIWOEI TO €pPYO.

O1 €xBpol nrav kovTopOaApol noAu.
Aev pnopoucav va Oouv TI HUCTAPIO
KpuBoTtav nmow an Ta pakn. MNepipevav
va pBel o peyalog BaoiAiag J oAn Tou TN
Meyalonpeneia ki eouaia.

ETol AaBpa o peTapoppwpevoc BaaiAiag
NEPACE TNV MUAN Kal PUANKE OTNV AuAn.
Kpupbnke o eva otapAo, nou Bpnke ekel,
Kal Ta JECAvuXTA, OTAv OAOI KOIJouvTay,
eonace abopufa Ta o1depa TNG PUAAKNG
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The Cultural Side *« H IToAitiotikn ITAgvpa

Kal Pnnke. Bpnke To naidl aAucodepEvo Tou oTnv aiwvia BaclA&iq;

o'abhia xahia va koidaTtal. ExkAawe KaAa XpioTtouyevva kal 0 Neog Xpovog
nikpa. AAnBeia, noco Tov ayanouoe! va (QEPEI €PNV 0TOV KOOO!
Tov aykahiaog, Tov QIANCE, TOV OVONACE BouAa Xapepa
adeAo.

—unva, Tou e&ne. Ewar o oG Tou EAA NA KATOIKHZEIZ
Baoihia. HpBa yia oeva. Mn @oBacal. M STHN KAPAIA MOY
eoTelhe o lNaTepac va o eAeBepwow. A€ oou
TaipiaCel va oal d0UAOG OUTE QIXUOAWTOG.  WSReRVeRere ate et e e e
MNaidi, cuykAnpovopo o ekave o lNaTepac. 0AO TO Xpovo TNV €ToIala yia oeva.

2NKW va QUYOUME. AOG HOU TO XEPI GOU. Ediwxva nikpeg, pion, BaciAia pou,
>TNPIEOU Navw HouU KI eyw 8a o€ YAUTWOW kai KGpT;:\pouoa vapBeIg vuxTa—pepa.
an oAa cou Ta Bacava. MNMooo noAu koupaoTnka, To EEpeic...

HBeAa otav €pbeig, va T €l
Ma ekelvog nTav duonioToc. Asv eBAene AOUGHEVN cmp )\OS)\OU&Q PPeis

HECA OTn VUXTa, OUTE PNOPOUCE va TOV KI 0 Bpovoc Zou oTa Babn Pou OTNPEVOC
avayvwpIoel. vaval GTOANIGUEVOC JE aonpa YIAoEYId.

EAa, naidi pou. Eyw epai. Mn o€ H6eAa oTav epbeig, v akouaTouv
NAGVEUEI N HOP®N HOU KI N GTOAN LOU. Ta «woavva» ano T ayyehoudia

kal otn diIkn Jou Tnv kapdia.
Kar Tou Bupioe To naAam Tou Matepa, HBeAa oTav epBeig, vaBpeig nAouoia (eoTaoia

TOU anokaAuye onpadia TG PBaciNiKNG IRy Ren ol e e e e

KATaywyng Tou. va BeppavBelg an TnG YETAvoIag Jou
EAa, doC pou TO XEp! OOU. AEv EXOUME Ta dakpua Ta kauTa.

kaipo. Kal koiTta va narac onou naTaw.

AkpIBwc oTa dika Jou xvapia. H napapikpn Zou €1Xa unooxebel ano nepou

coroun faon 8 of mpoduce O Tonoc  KEREERIEHTRR

€IVa OKOTEIVOC KAl vapkoBeTpevoC. Onou IG‘IJTw”pO ToUpBEC TIHOT :Gn g)\a i

naTaw eyw exel pwc. EAa, do¢ pou To XePI

Bpnkeg.
Oou Kal npoooxn noAAn. lMata akpiBwg Opw¢ ayennuevo Ogio Bpegag,

oTa xvapia Ta oIka pou... ToApa n adeia pou kapdia
H 10Topia auTtn dev gxel TEAOC. TO TENOC kal NaAl Taneiva o€ NPOCKAAEl.
TO YPA®El POVOC TOU 0 Kabevac avaloya rati, T1 K1 av ano AouAoudia €xel PEIVEI oppavn;
A O Opovoc Zou oTa Babn Tng oTNUEVOC
HE TNV eniAoyn Tou. 2€va Kal Jovo KapTeEPEL.
© avayvwpioel Tov Yio kai Aoyo Tou
O€gou, NoU €PXETAI HE AAAN HOPPN, PTWXOGC

Ac €Ival aoToAIOTOG
Kal Taneivog Jeoca atn vuxra; EAa, ©cio Maidi, va BaciAeWeIC.
Oa pnel oTnNV NEPINETEIA TS ANodpacnc Kai ToTe...xIAo1 kpivavBol Ba EepuTpwoouy.

pgad Tou n Ba viwoel BoAepevog Pe Alyo 2Tn oTiyun, dwn Ba napouv Ta papapeva
¢ai, Aiyo Ywpi Kai TNV yeutolwn Tou; yIaoEpia.

EAa, ©cio Maidi, va BaciAeWeIg 0T TWXIKN HOU

©a Tov akoAoubnoel yia va Byel OTO v kapdial...

PWC Kal Tnv eAeuBepia n Ba caniosl Yeo
OTh QUAAKN KAEIOPEVOCG, METWVTAG TNV Zon kai Mvnueg
TIMN Nou Tou ekave o MaTtepag va vai naidl
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MNpwTtov — lNari
n nioTn pag sivai
dQ3. O XpIoTOG
gine, «Eyw eipyi
TO QWG TOU
kdopou». To pwg
NG kavonAag pag
Bupilel To PQZ, e TO ONoIo O
XpIoTOG kaTauyadel TIG YUXES Hac.

Vickie Bellios

AgUTepov — lNa va pac Bupilel,
oTI kal n {wn pac npenel va eival
PWTEIVI 0aw TwV ayiwv, onAadn
TWV avep(bn(ov Mnou o an(')oTo)\oq
MauAog Touc ovopadlel TEkva PpwTOC.

TpiTov — Na va eival €Aeyxog oTa
OKOTEIVA Pac €pya Kal OTIC KAKEC
eVOUNNOEIC Pac Kal ENIBUYIEC.

Kal €101 va Ta enava@épel OAa
oTov OpOHO TOU PWTOC TOU ayiou
EuayyeAiou. MNa va Aapyel «To pwg
NUWV EUNPocBev Twv avBpwnwy,
Onwc¢ idwolv NUWV Ta KaAd €pya kal
do&aowol Tov MaTtépa NPV ToV &V
TOIG OUPAVOIG».

TerapTov — Eival pia pikpn OIkn
Mac Buaia, onueio kai dgiypa TnG
EUYYVwHoOoUVNG Kal ayannc, nou
oQeINOUME OTO O€0 yIa Tn MEYAAyn
Bucia nou €kape yia gac. Me auTny,
Kal JE TNV Npooeuyxn pag, Tov
guxapioToUupe yia Tnv {wn, yia TNV
UYEid, yia TNV owTnpia, kai yia 0Aa
00a pac xapilel n O€ikn kar aneipn
ayann Tou.

A

NTATI ANABOYME TO KANTHAI

MNépnTov — MNa va sival popnTd
OTIG DUVANEIC TOU OKOTOUC, Nou
Hac emiTiBevTal pe 101aiTeEPN
novnpia npiv kai kata Tnv wpa
TNG NPOCEUXNG, Kal BEAoUV va
anopakpuvouv TNV okKEWN Mac ano
Tov ©€0. O1 daipoves ayanouv

TO OKOTAd! KAl TPEPOUV TO PWC,.
Kal Tou XpioToU, kal EKEIVWV Nou
ayanouv Tov XpIoTo.

ExTov — [a pa pag napakivei
o€ autobuaia. Onwg 6n6)\06r'] HE
TO AadI KaiyeTal oToO
\ KavTANAI TO QOTIAI,
€701 Kal TO OIKO pac
- esAnua va KaiyeTal Pe
' TNV GAOya TnG ayanng
" yia Tov XpIoTO, Kal va
UNOTACOETAlI NAVTOTE OTO BEANUA
Tou O¢ou.

EBdopov — lNa va pabwye oTI:
Onwc dev avapel To kavTnAl Xwpic
Ta OIKA pac Xepia, €To1 KAl TO
E0WTEPIKO KavTAAI TN kapdidag

hac 0ev avapel xwpic Ta xEpia Tou
©eouU. O1 Konoi TWV APETWV Hag
gival n kavoiun UAN (To QuTIAI Kal
AadI1), nou yIa va avayouv Kai va
PWTiIoOUV XpelalovTal TO «MuUp» TOU
Ayiou MveupaToc.

EMIZTOAEZ
NikoAdou BeAipipofiTg, Eniokonou Apxidog

AvTiypa@n Vickie Bellios
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TIME SENSITIVE INFORMATION
PLEASE EXPEDITE DELIVERY!

2004 Holy Trinity House/Business Blessing Request Form

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Daytime phone: Evening phone:

Notes, directions or special information

A schedule and description of the House Blessing tradition can be found inside this issue of The Herald. If you
would like this special blessing for your family, home or business, please mail or deliver this form to the church
office by January 5. Your date and time will be confirmed the day before your visit. Note: Please be available
at the time indicated on the schedule. Re-scheduling will only be done in cases of inclimate weather. Thanks!




